Ossification centre of the hyoid bone in complete transposition of great vessels, Ivemark asplenia syndrome, and Down's syndrome with congenital heart disease: correlation with the humeral capital epiphysis.
The incidence of radiographic visibility of the ossification centres of the body of the hyoid bone and of the humeral capital epiphysis in antero-posterior or lateral chest radiographs taken during the first month of life of 63 autopsied infants were analysed. The group comprised patients with Down's syndrome (DS) with congenital heart disease, 15; complete transposition of the great vessels (TGV), 10; Ivemark asplenia syndrome (IS), 17; and a control group of infants with congenital heart disease (CHD) who had none of the above conditions, nor tetralogy of Fallot, interrupted aortic arch, DiGeorge syndrome or hypoplastic left-heart complex, 31. The incidence of radiographically visible hyoid ossification centre (HOC) in the control group was 71% and of humeral capital epiphysis (HE), 16.1%. Autopsied infants with TGV, IS or DS with CHD showed increased visibility of HOC (100%); the incidence of visible HE was increased in neonates with IS (71.4%) and with TGV (50%). The differences in the incidence of radiographic visibility of HOC and HE in neonates with CHD, in this study and in others in the literature, appear to have diagnostic value.